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Background and history of the Eurobarometer



Eurobarometer – The mission

• From Standard Eurobarometer 1 (1974):

“Just as a barometer can be used to measure the atmospheric pressure 
and thus to give a short-range weather forecast, this Euro-barometer can 
be used to observe, and to some extent forecast, public attitudes towards 
the most important current events connected directly or indirectly with the 
development of the European Community and the unification of Europe.” 
(Commission of the European Communities 1974:1)

(Ibid.: 4 )



The Eurobarometer timeline

− 1962 Attitudes towards Europe
− 1970-1973: European Communities Studies
− Since 1974: Standard & Special Eurobarometer
− Since 1989: Flash Eurobarometer 
− 1990-1997: Central & Eastern Eurobarometer 
− 2000-2004: Candidate Countries Eurobarometer 
− 2020: European Parliament COVID-19 Surveys



Standard and Special Eurobarometer



Standard and Special Eurobarometer
• Standard Eurobarometer: Strong focus on EU-related issues / European 

Integration
• Requested and coordinated by the European Commission
• Highly standardized, many repeated questions and long trends
• Includes candidate and EFTA countries
• Two surveys per year

• Special Eurobarometer: Additional surveys which cover a wide range of current
topics
• Requested by Directorate-Generals of the European Commission (e.g. Directorate-General 

for Climate Action) or the European Parliament (e.g. Parlemeter surveys)
• Usually only the EU member states are surveyed
• Ca. six surveys per year

• Ca. 240 surveys at GESIS, access free of charge

• Mirrored at the ICPSR: https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/26

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/26


Standard and Special Eurobarometer

• Methodology
• Multi-stage, random (probability) sample; sampling points drawn 

systematically from "administrative regional units", after stratification by 
individual unit and type of area; Random route procedures 

(For deviations see Technical Specifications in the bilingual questionnaire)

• Face to Face CAPI (additional modes during COVID-19 pandemic)

• Ca. 1000 interviews per country (500 for small countries), national language

• EU/national citizens aged 15+

• Field phase of ca. four weeks

• Cross-section



Standard Eurobarometer – Exemplary topics
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Special Eurobarometer – Exemplary topics
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Example from research

• Minkus et al. (2019): "A Trump effect on the EU’s popularity? The US 
Presidential Election as a Natural Experiment.“ Perspectives on Politics.

Minkus et al. (2019): 401/408



Flash Eurobarometer



Flash Eurobarometer
• Short questionnaires, focus on specific topic

• Surveys requested by Directorate-Generals of the European Commission and the
European Parliament

• On average ca. 11 waves per year (GESIS data catalogue)

• Units of analysis: Individuals or firms

• Telephone (random-digit-dialling ) or web-based survey (access panel), in national 
language

• EU/national citizens aged 15+ (at times also samples outside of the EU)

• Samples: Up to 1000/country (individuals) or 500 firms

• Field phase of ca. one week

• Cross-section

• Ca. 500 Flash Eurobarometer surveys at GESIS, access free of charge



Flash Eurobarometer – Exemplary topics
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Example from research

• Sandu (2023). 
"Contextualising planned 
behaviours to the 
vaccination against 
COVID-19 in the European 
Union." International 
Sociology.

Sandu (2023): 30



Example from research

• Sandu (2023). "Contextualising planned behaviours to the vaccination against 
COVID-19 in the European Union." International Sociology.

Sandu (2023): 32



Eurobarometer on the Web



The European Commission / European Parliament
Eurobarometer homepage

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/





The Eurobarometer microsite at GESIS

https://www.gesis.org/eurobarometer/
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The Eurobarometer microsite at GESIS
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Searching for EB variables in the GESIS search

https://search.gesis.org/



Data Linking Potentials

To link data to the Eurobarometer: Aggregate data

• Three Dimensions: Countries, regions, time, i.e. up to four levels of 
analysis possible

• Regions in the Eurobarometer: NUTS (Nomenclature des unités 
territoriales statistiques), ca 230 units for the EU27

→Facilitates longitudinal investigations on the macro levels (e.g. 
fixed-effects approaches using country dummies)



Data Linking Potentials
Linked or linkable data based on or including the Standard and Special 
Eurobarometers:

• ONbound Project: 

https://www.gesis.org/en/services/processing-and-analyzing-data/data-
harmonization/onbound
• Substantive focus on national and religious identity
• Aids harmonization of different micro- and macro-level data sources
• Wizard offline externally; Contact onbound(at)gesis(dot)org for script generation

• EU Open Data Portal: https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets
• Provides access to aggregate Excel data for all published Eurobarometer surveys on a per-

survey basis
• Selected trend Excel files: https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/about/other

https://www.gesis.org/en/services/processing-and-analyzing-data/data-harmonization/onbound
https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/about/other
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Thank you for participating!



Expert contact & GESIS consulting

Contact: you can reach the speaker/s via e-mail:

boris.heizmann@gesis.org

or
eurobarometer-dataservice@gesis.org

GESIS Consulting: GESIS offers individual consulting  in a number of areas – including survey 

design & methodology, data archiving, digital behavioral data & computational social science –

and across the research data cycle. 

Please visit our website www.gesis.org for more detailed information on available services and 

terms.

mailto:boris.heizmann@gesis.org
mailto:Eurobarometer-dataservice@gesis.org
http://www.gesis.org/
https://www.gesis.org/en/services


Upcoming talks

• Please visit our meet-the-experts website:
• https://www.gesis.org/en/services/sharing-knowledge/consulting-and-

guidelines/meet-the-experts

https://www.gesis.org/en/services/sharing-knowledge/consulting-and-guidelines/meet-the-experts


Thank you for participating!


